1) Tickets to the Game are NOT part of our
package. However, your Tailgater pass will get
you entrance through the gate so you can get to
the Tailgater in the end zone '53 Pavilion; 2)
Shuttle Busses will be mnning to and from the
hotel during the tailgater and game (we practice
safe reunioning) and 3) For the LAST TIME—
the reunion is NOT on Homecoming weekend. It
is the weekend of 2-4 October—the West
Virginia game. You may still go to Homecoming,
if you want, but you'll be missing the Reunion
and most of the folks. Also, I got a few
comments about the expense of the reunion.
Believe me-there was a looong discussion/debate
about what we should set as a target for the
registration and events. Along the way we talked
to a lot of other Classes and looked at what
things they did and what they offered for their
reunions. Talked to a lot of vendors, suppliers
and caterers. We used the Pavilion to save on
costs of tents and Porta-Johns (They ain't
cheap!) And hey, come on, we have a 7 HOUR
tailgater?! We purposely broke out events to let
people be as selective as possible in choosing
what events they wanted to participate in. We
even broke out separate souvenir items so people
could buy additional momentos and not burden
the amortized cost against those who just wanted
the basic giveaways. Throw in busses, hotel
ballroom costs, caterers, DJs, and liability
insurance, and standard giveaways too. When
you think of the Navy, Marine Corps or other
balls or black tie events you've attended—it's
pretty reasonable too; and when you compare it
to what other classes have done and offered, we
are on the lower side of pricey-ness. In the end, I
think the committees involved did a helluva job
in keeping the costs down. This event only
comes around once—you'll have a great time
and you'll see that you'll get your money's
worth. If you don't think so, give us some
constructive advice for the 25th Reunion. More
importantly, volunteer to be on a committee to
help planning for it! Now on to the mailbag:
From Bob Novak:
We have been trying to locate next of kin,
wives, parents, brothers, sisters, etc., of our Classmates who have paid the ultimate sacrifice and
will be honored at our 20th reunion memorial
service and Honor Chair Dedication. We have had
very liimited success through BUPERS, they sent
a letter on our behalf to our below-listed Classmates' last known address. If anyone can put us
in contact with the families of Dave Cawthra,
Terry Dougherty, Ralph Fellows, Al Frisch, Steve
Jacoby, Al Hammond, Mickey Lax, Jim
Mclnemey. Kelly Miller, Ken Schaeffer, Mike
Story, John Summers, Lee Sutherland, Chris
Willson or Robbie Wilson, please call me (Bob)
as soon as possible at (w) 703-614-0957 or (h)
703-893-6878 or email-novak.robert @hq.navy.
mil. We want to be sure we have given these families the opportunity to attend these two significant events and if desired, attend the rest of the
weekend.
Also, in various discussions with other classes
who have held reunions, all of them recommended that to make the Memorial Service and
Honor Chair Dedication very special, and suggested that all of us who are still in uniform, be it
active duty or the Reserve, wear our uniforms.
I'm not sure when USNA changes over from summer to winter, individuals need to check with
USNA ("Sir, the uniform of the day is...") to be
sure you are in the proper uniform—even Vinnie
is getfing into shape so he can fit into his best
"Marine Green!" Looking forward to seeing all
of you at the 20th. Thanks for the help.
Joe Schmitz, joseph_schmitz@pattonboggs,
com, has again been fighting the good fight on
behalf of our GI Bill Benefits, The Vietnam Era
GI Bill has expired, and the "rollover" provision
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of the Montgomery GI Bill explicitly excludes
all service academy and ROTC grads after 1976,
Joe was hopeful, but by no means confident, that
Congressmen Kennedy and Scarborough will cosponsor a very simple amendment so that the
Montgomery GI Bill exclusion applies only to
graduates after 1978, which would reflect the
intent of Congress in a 1990 law that retroactively restored GI Bill eligibility to 1977 and
1978 Academy graduates and 1978 ROTC
graduates who had already gone to graduate
school. He's met with the staff of Congressmen
Kennedy and Scarborough. Though meetings
have gone well, it isn't a done deal. He needs
"supporting arms" to help. That means personal
involvement of congressional staff on behalf of
real constituents. In other words, write your
Congressmen and women and enlist their aid on
our behalf. Drop Joe a line for samples and
issues. Thanks again for all the hard work, Joe,
Good luck!
From the Lost and Found Department come
the following: Here's the picture of Bob
McMasters and his old roommate. Chip Jones.
It was taken when Bob brought his son to Fork
Union Military Academy for school. You may
recall from a previous column that when they
went to the equipment room to pick up Bobby's
football equipment-there was the coach. Chip,
issuing the gear Talk about strange reunions! By
the way, here's Bob corrected email address
(seems 1 left out a letter): mcmaster@pp,msu,edu

Chip Jones and Bob Masters
Here's a note that said that Jim McClean,
jim_mcclean-cta@lmdgw,chinalake.navy.mil, is
now in China Lake. No details were given except
that he will be going to the 20th Reunion. I
found an old Press Release from the Law Firm of
Marshall, Dennehey, Wamer, Coleman & Coggin
in Philadelphia. It was passed on by an old
Firstie from Larry Warrenfeltz '75, It's old
news, but the picture is cool. It's of one of our
barristers, Christopher E. Dougherty. Esquire.
Seems MDW&C'wanted to let everyone know
what we've already told you—that Doc is a
military judge. Yup, hang 'em high, Dougherty is
now on the bench. Hey, he'd have kept Jack
Nicholson in check... "You want the truth?! You
can't even handle the truth!" Oh, did I mention
that Doc is also a shareholder (that's partner)
with MDW&C- ? He works out of the firm's
Norristown, PA office and specializes in
handling product liability and general liability
issues. So if you don't know that the
McDonald's coffee is REALLY, REALLY
HOT—call Chris,

H o m e c o m i n g 1998 is 15-18 October.
Last chance to eat in
King Hall as you r e m e m b e r it!
King Hall will be closed
for extensive renovations in July 1999,

"Judge" Dougherty
While on active duty over the summer, I
literally ran into to Wayne Longcoy, Wayne was
kind enough to keep that elevator door open for
me as I dashed back to my temporary office with
my lunch in hand. As he was juggling his own
Snapple drink and meal, it was an effort above
and beyond the call of duty. We didn't get a
chance to talk at much at all. Between the couple
of floors I gathered that he was only in the Navy
Annex that day; was on his way back to Kansas
City before eventually heading out to Okinawaanother LtCol going where the Corps sends him,
I also had a nice lunch with Craig Diffie in his
domain at DISA (Defense Information Systems
Agency) in Arlington, VA. Actually he was a
block away from where I was staying. As I
mentioned in another column, Craig took over
DISA's Information Systems Center (DISC).
He's got about 40 military, 100 civilians and 150
contractors working for him and supporting the
intemal information network, maintenance,
operation, and upgrade of the network and its
applications. They also are responsible for all
DISA telecommunications, VTC (video
teleconferencing), software training and help
desk functions. It's a multi-service activity, I
mean, he relieved an Air Force LtCol and an
Army LtGen presided over the change of
command ceremony. Of course, the real brass
was the '78 folks in attendance: John Rudder,
Ray Kwong and Les Wallace (also with DISA).

Craig Diffies's Change of Command
Barb Ives represented the Glen Ives clan
while Glen was still wrapping up U.S. Army War
College in Cariisle, PA. After school, Glen was
heading to the Command Staff at U.S, Southern
Command in Miami. FL this summer Les
planned to retire this past June and was going to
work in the information technology field around
the DC area. Craig also was a willing draftee to
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